Minutes of the 21 September 2023 Council Board Meeting
The monthly meeting of the NCCOC was held virtually and called to order at 1000 on Thursday, 21 September by President CW4 Jay Garbus, USA (Ret). A quorum was present with five Chapter Presidents  and a guest in attendance.
Approval of the August minutes were tabled until next month due to late distribution of them.
COL Ken Hillman, USMC (Ret) gave the treasurer’s report. We have a surplus in the budget.
President CW4 Jay Garbus, USA (Ret) reported:
· ROA (Reserve Organization of America) wants us to join them and they join us.  COL Iggi Husar USA (Ret) is the current president of ROA. Should we invite him to tell us more? Consensus of the group is to invite him to speak.
· All NC Chapters that submitted for LOE received 5 stars. COL Jeri Graham USA (Ret) stated that they will be awarded at Regional meetings. Our region will meet  within a year. Only one Virtual Chapter got the LOE because the measurements do not fit a Virtual Chapter.
Immediate Past President COL  Jim Brumit, USA (Ret) is the chairman of the Nominating Committee. He has been in contact with the other members of the nominating committee: CAPT David Lee, USNR (Ret); COL Jeri Graham, USA (Ret); and Capt. Donna Culp, USAF (FMR). An email will be sent to all Chapter Presidents and the elected members of Council regarding the nominations and the time frame.
1st Vice President CDR Ken Klassen, USN (Ret) reported:
· The officer roster is under Council Business. 
· Officer Reports are in the back room.
· Updates are needed ASAP since older ones will be scrubbed soon.
· There is a new form for NCCOC Chapter Officer Reports. Please send them to LT Tracy Young, USA (Ret) and CC to CDR Ken Klassen, USN (Ret).
· Six Chapter semi-annual reports are missing. They were due July 31. Please complete and send to LT Young.
· Beginning in the spring of 2024 there will be a new national database and chapter presidents will have access to people who have moved to your area. This should help recruiting new members.
· We need officer contact information and a picture of the president of Piedmont Chapter.
2nd Vice President LCDR Mark Sandvigen USN (Ret) reported:
· Disappointment that the Maj. Richard Star Act did not move forward to MDAA.  Most of Congress who did not endorse it was because they didn’t know the cost. Only about 50,000 would qualify. Will try again next year.
· Advocacy Center keeps a log of communications to Representatives and Senators. Mark recommends recognition of those who consistently contact them. He has asked for a database for NC. 
· Voter ID cards can be military ID, driver’s license, or go to your county election board and get one.
· COL Tricia Vinson, USA (Ret) reported that the NC appropriations bill is out of committee. It looks like nothing added for veteran issues. Seventeen bills were introduced that were primarily for veteran issues but only 7 made the crossover list. Veteran issues were not a priority, even with bills that do not require money or much money.
· Less than 30% of NC bills that are passed and signed by the governor are not implemented by the department.  An example is the military spouse licensure bill.
· What happens  with the four National cemeteries in NC that are not full?
· Military Veterans’ Affairs has new leadership with two different funds (operational and perpetuity) but their hands are tied to use the funds. Operational funds have not increased.
· Chapter presidents will be asked for names of members to help with the Advocacy team.
· Come to Raleigh in person. The NC Veterans Council will coordinate visits. Work with NC Veteran’s Council.
COL  Jeri Graham, USA (Ret)offered her help if needed for the specific wording of a physician’s letter for the PACT Act application. The order is to have a pre-screening, then speak with your county Veteran’s Affairs Office, and collect all papers in a folder (such as DD 214). Then set an appointment with the County Veterans Affairs Office.
Capt. Donna Culp, USAF (Fmr) spoke about Capt. Frederick Hall, USAF, killed in action in Vietnam and   whose remains were identified in March.  He will arrive at Greenville-Spartanburg Airport on October 8th and his funeral and burial will be October 10th in Waynesville, NC.
Frankie Groff moved that the meeting be adjourned. It was seconded and passed. The meeting adjourned at 11:15.

